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Lillie MacKinnon and Emma Cole will be the latest Fort Frances High School students taking humanitarian trips to 
South America. 

Both in Grade 11, they're heading off as part of the “Me to We” organization—a movement that aims to bring 
socially-conscious people together to create change in the world. 

The organization helps students experience the world while performing acts of volunteerism and charity. 

Cole's trip will last 13 days in July while MacKinnon's will be gone 16 days in August to volunteer in Ecuador and the 
Amazon rainforest. 

“We'll be participating in some of the local projects going on,” MacKinnon explained. 

The pair said the itinerary is mixed between community volunteering and cultural activities.  

“We will see how they live and how their everyday life is,” Cole said. 

They noted the “We” charity focuses on work that improves the education, water, health, food, and opportunity for 
impoverished places in the world. 

The two will be doing work involved with all five of these ideas, including building schools, hauling water, and 
helping in the local markets. 

Cole and MacKinnon committed to the trips back in February, and around that time also received scholarships from 
the Rainy River District School Board for $1,000 each to help with the funding.  

Neither one of them had heard about the scholarship until a teacher suggested that they apply. 

“It isn't advertised in the school board per se, but we are hoping that more people will recognize it and follow what 
we are doing,” said MacKinnon. 

Cole said she decided to go on the trip after being inspired while attending “We Day,” an annual gathering in 
Winnipeg run by the organization. 

MacKinnon's inspiration came from learning about women's rights and the struggles that women face in Ecuador. 

She said she wants to learn about their lives and understand how she can help. 

“We'll be going down to their shops, where they make money selling bracelets through the organization,” MacKinnon 
noted. 

“We will be visiting those places to help support them and be exposed to their culture.” 

“We can't go there and end poverty right away but we can try to make an impact,” Cole reasoned. 

During their stay, the pair will be in a resort run by the “We” organization and then travel to nearby villages every day 
to work and learn. 

Right now, however, both mostly are concerned about the journey there as neither of them has done anything like 
this or travelled very far on their own before. 

“We were talking about it and realizing that we have to go to Toronto ourselves and get on an airplane to get there,” 
said MacKinnon. 

“It's a big step,” agreed Cole. 

“But once I'm there, I know I'll be fine because I'll be meeting people with a common goal,” added MacKinnon. 
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While in South America, both girls will be working with groups of about 20 other people. 

Cole said most of her group is from the Toronto area and she already has been in contact with them. 

Both also are confident that they'll make friends quickly in their groups and learn from them, as well as the locals. 

“We'll be making new friends who believe in the same thing as us,” MacKinnon said. 

Learning will be the focus of the trip, and both students said they're excited to be immersed in a new culture.  

“I feel like we live in a bubble in Fort Frances," MacKinnon explained. ”Even when we went to Cuba with band, we 
were slowly immersed and saw some of the culture. 

“But in Ecuador, I'll be completely exposed to it.” 

When the girls return, they'll do a “thank you” presentation for the school board with pictures and videos from their 
trips. 

“This is a leadership experience for both of us,” said MacKinnon. 

Both admitted that they already are nervous—even though the trips are still weeks away. 

“It's nerve-wracking, 13 days away from Fort,” said Cole. 

“Away from family and friends, too,” echoed MacKinnon. 

“But I know once I get there, I'll be more comfortable and I already feel fortunate to be able to go and take a step 
and do something I have always wanted to do,” concluded Cole. 

The students will be fundraising throughout the summer, and ask that people watch out for opportunities to help 
them with their trip. 

 


